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vrake heed' of the Presbyterian Go- 
© ernment, as being of all others moſt 
+ Injurious to.the Civil Magiſtrate, 
*moſt O ppreflive co the nat: 
'Pernicious to boch, 
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A The Occaſion and. $ubje# of this Treats[e. 


the Diſciplinarians in Scor/and cond reft contented to dote 
their own-nventions, and magnifie at home that Die- 
þ themſcives have canonized, 1 ſhould leavethem 
he beſt School-Miſtrix, chat is Expericnce, to fecl where 
Ir ſhoe wriags them., and to purchaſe ne nr 
| veLrodo wich the of forreiga-Churches - *© 
dir === other mens Candles? Ler 
ind or fall to cheir awn Maſter : It is chasity ro-judge well 
ns; and piety to-look wellro our ſelves. 
ue hole very mea who: ptrad fo vehemently againſt all 
40 tory nr yn wa 1 
K: flow Subject, bur upon their Sovereigne him 
pacratcs of ds RY terns. ror rd 
rocompell forreigne ro. dance af- 
Rel chavconcteriel j tmage win 


gipe, to-worſhip itrehey ſein 
_ from nd be flgricf hentes arr—Ne 
mo ears our of a: not above 1400 years, ;porong 
| Trojan horſe of Excleſtaſticall 
yer juſtified in the world bur either by the Turk hr 


x usnpes. the: A 20-08. They muſkinat m_ 


[2] « 
thac ocher men gre. ſa, cowed.or.grownſo.tame, asto 
blowing of their noſes,*whilſt they. bridle them and Hoo | 
their pleaſure. Ir is time to let the world ſee that this Diſciple 
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which they (@ much adoxe,is the yer quinteſſence of refined pore 
F 4 e ergyranpd: | ever brought taxthjinc 
$4 #1 s Of efvi nemeht, Geſtruivetoall Py 


licy, a rack tothe conſcience, the heavielt preſſure that i 


upon a people, and ſo 1auth more dangerous, becauſeby | 
c1ous pretence of Nivine Inſtitution, 1c rakes away the (1 i 
nor the burden of ſlavery. Have patience Reader, andT 4 p 
cover .ugyo .thet more prjde and arrogancy through the bu { 
of a thred-bare coat, then was ever found under a Cardinal 
or a«ripple-Crown. All this} uridertake to demonſtrate, noty | &: 
ſome extraordinary practices juſtified only by the pretence ofis © # 
vinciblenecellicy, (a weak patrociny for generall DoRrine,)ng F 
the ſingle opinions of ſome Capricious fellows, but by their bog 
of Diſcipline, by the as of-"their generall and' provincial 
ſemblies, bur the. concurrent yotes and writings of their Gt 
miſſioners. | # | W447 
Iforeſee that they will ſuggeſt that through their ſides Heh} mn 
- wound forreigne Churches. © No, there is a 
convi& them of here, but 1hope will be diſavowed ;, thouphy 
- by all Proteſtanc auRtours, [yet by all the Proteſtant Churchs 
the world. But Tmuſtrakeleave to demandof our Diſcipliuk } 
= - ans, 'who it isthey brand with the odious name of Eraſtians,in Y 5 
- AQtsof their Parliaments and Afemblies, and in the Writi x. 
their Commiſſioners, and reckon' them with Papiſts, Anabapwlk, Y%) 
and Independents, Is-itthoſe Churches, who difarme theiri®: LY 
byteries of the Sword of Excammunication, which they arent 
ble ro weeld? ſodid Erafts; or is it thoſe who actribureamwY& 
. greater power to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, in the managery&FFI# 
ciefiaſticall affairs than themſelves? So did Eraſftus, and loWnps 
- Proteſtant Churches. - The:Diſciplinarians will ſooner endurbgou 
'Biſhop or a Superintendentto govern them, than the CivINlapoou 
ftrate.' «And when the Magiſtrate ſhall be rightly informed? | 
- a dangerousedg'drool their Diſciplineis, he will ten timesnaang 
- admitof a moderate Epiſcopacy, then fall into the hands Wang 
- . 'Ifix were not for this Diſciplinariar bumour, which will 
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{oh | aolaricade in Religion, - butmakes each nicity a funtlamental, and 
+ meryprivace opinion an Article of faith, ; which Prefers particys 

© | lr errours before generall truths, -I doubt-not bur all reformed 

s; might eaſily be recongiled; Before theſe unhappy trou- 
in-Eng/ond, all Proteſtants both Lutherans and Calyiniſts did 

Y the Engliſh Church-the rigbthand of wear 16 the, 
. emſelves ,., though "ey preferred their own 


: 


I thar might virtually or by conſequence overthrow the 


as more pure, (elſe they, were hard-hearted) yet they. did 
| at, cheydurſt not condemne the Church of Zxyland, either as 
i We inany neceſſary point of Chriſtian Piety, or redundantin 
ſle that Letter which their Generall Aſſembly of & 
FY modes, Paſtorsand Elders, ſent by M* John Knax 5 the Hog. ary 
| row wherein they ſtile them Reverend Paſtors, fellow- 
Ireachers, and joynt oppoſers of the Roman Antichriſt. 
14 i were then far froma party, or from making the calling 
"00- tobe Antichriſtian. L 21 21: 4 - 90-49% bw 
* I but t9 leave theſe velications.and comghome to the point; I, 


firſt how this Diſcipline entrencheth moſt extreamly up- .... 
be right of the civill Magiſtrate, ſecondly thatitis as grievous - 
inollerable to the SubjeR. Þ 36. wail 
"4/20 | oP «'GCRAS« IH > | ks 
"this new Diſcipline doth utterly overthrow the Rights of 


; \Magiſtrates, to convocate. Synods , to ronfirme their Atts, to 
pl erder Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs , and reforme the Church within 


wir Dommions. - 


ry 
a 
Q bd 
bu 
<L ».* 
+ - 
1 ko 
| 
: L 
[8 


: 
ou 
: 
: 
0 
: 
- 
. 
- 


16 4 11 Princes and States inveſted with Sovereignty of power, .do 
- | *A juſtly chailenge to + themſelves the right ot Convocating 
Wy Kitimal $yod; of their own Subjects; and racifying their conſti- 
$40! alchopgh.pious Princes may tollerate{/91i priviledge the 
Wreb toconvene within their terricories annually or triennially,; 
Watexerciſe of Diſcipline, and-execution of conſtitutions alrea- 
4 Jeontrmed, (nevertheleſſe we ſee how wary-the Synad of Dort 
Ii this parcicular,),.yethe isa Magiſtrate of ſtraw, thar will ca. ;. 
exmitthe Church to convene within hus territol ies, whenſoever, 
ins eg B 2 : where- 
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Teck ca, Supreame Magiſtrate diffencing and difclaiming. Synods on 
re til. 10. be called-by. the Supreame Magiſtrate if be be a Cl 
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C4] 
aecifares they liſt, zo convocate before them whomſc 
caſe, pltcheWobles, all the as ps of the glad 
whole Becleſiaſticall p icy of a Commonwealth, to/ak 
Do&ring and Religion ied, to take away the legall 
and Priviledges of the dies to erect new Tribunals and Cow 
of Juſtice, ro which Sovereigns chemſelves mult ſybmir, and 
of their own. heads,” by vitue of a precended power piven' 
from Heaven, contrary ts known Laws and lawful! Ch 


&c. And either by himſelf, or by [wth as he ſhall. pleaſe res 
for that purpoſe, he ought to preſide over them. This power 
Empexourg of 'old did ag over Generall Councels, 
Monarchs in the blindneffe of Popery over Nationall $jnods | 


Kings of England over-their grear Comneels of old, and their Ca 
vocation of later times, The Eftates.of the united Provincesid 
$z»od of Der, this power neither Roman Catholick or Pre 
in Frence dare deny te his King. Non#have been more | 


' 1a ordem ded, that xo $ynod or Preſbyter ſhall alrer the Eeclefiufticallþ 
ix Cs hep or adde- any thing to it, wiekoes the conſent of the civil Mi 
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£iſtrate. Their Elders do not challen ts Bore. 

as the Commiſſioners of Chriſt , but are ſtill called the Conrmi ſhunts 
of the Signiory. The lefſer Conntet-names them with the 

of the Miniſtery, (their conſent is not neceſlary) The great Ca 
cel of ago. doth approvethem or reje@ chem, At ns. end ofthe 


all inthiscaſe then the State of Geneve, where it is expreſly :| 
4 
ba 


XY them as they ſee cauſe. Ar their admiſſion 

to keep the Eccefiaſtical] Ordinances of the civil / 

irate: .. The ftmal determination of doQripall differencesioRf 

gion, (after conference of and withthe Eecleſiaſticks,) is refers 
the Aagiſtrate. The Proclamations publiſhed with the {+ 


Trumpet regiſtered ip the- ſaine Book, do plainly ſhew, "_ 


the ordering of alEcrickaſticall affuire, es hor 


But in Scotland all things are quite contrary, the dui 
ftrate hath no mere to do with the placing or difplacin of o 
feufbteall Elders, than he hath in the Z/eForal Colleape , 
the EleRtionofan Emperour.. The Kipg hath no more iſle 


| year they are prefented to the KYTEIT'S AM I 44 


= | [5] 
wet in Eccleſiaſticall cauſes, than a Cobler, rhatis a ſingle Vote” 
$ aa he be choſen an Elder, otherwiſe none at all. In Scotland 
clefigſticall perſons make repeal, alcer cheir SanRions every day, 
whoar conſenc of King or Councel. King fames proclaimed a 
wy þ wament to be held at Edenburgh, anda lictle before by his Ler-_ 
is Lerrquired che Aſſembly ro abſtain from making any Innevations iy 99h. = 
Pulicy of the Church , and from prejudging the deciſions of 
þ | & Seater by their concluſions , and to ſuffer all things to conts- 
ve | ar in the condition they were wnrill the approaching Parliament. 
| Vhacdid chey bereupon? They neglected the Kings Letter, by 
| own Authority chey determined all chings poſituvely, queſtj- 
wdthe Arch-Biſhopof S* 4»dyews upon their own Canons, For 
a allaing to benefices, and Voting in Parliament, according to the 
3 whabred Laws of che Lagd, Yea to that degree of ſfawcineſſe 
Sy arrived, and into that contempt they reduced Soyereigne 
Emer, chat rwenty Presbyrers (no more at the higheſt, ſome. - 
thirteen, ſometimes but ſeyen or eight) dared to hold 
Wmintaine a General Aſſembly, (as they miſcalledic,) after 
mudiſcharged by the King, >. his Authoricy, an Inſolence 
\ , 
We never any Parliament durſt yet artempr. 
'h their own Authority , long before there was any Statute”; Iwb6e-.' 
to char purpoſe, they aboliſhed all the Feſlivals of the 
even thoſe which were obſerved in memory of .the 
cifion, Reſurre&ion, and Aſcenfion ot our Sa- 


reſign 
#6 , =s pain 0 
uns Preaching , untill they had a new Admiſſion from the 
Ei Gd! Aſſembly. And to compleate their own folly, added 
* 1 her, thac they would diſpoſe of their poſſeſſions as the Church- 
* $5 Farimpny in the next Aſſembly, which ridiculous Ordinance 
I Wknaeined ſtifly by th2 fucceeding Synods, notwichſtandi 
x Eater, that ir bonld be Treaſos to impugy the Authority 
| | L n_Epate ». 0r- 10 procure the innovation or diminution of *** 
af thew. Which was made on purpoſe to controll cheir vain 
Fanpion. Notwichſtanding that themſelves had formerly ap- 
I, and as much as in them lay eſtabliſhed Superintendents, 
Wyre for terme of life wich their numbers, bounds, ſalaries, 
WT | B 3 larger 
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krper chan thoſe of other Miniſters, indewed with ores ol 


er; toplanr Churches, ordaine Miniſters, aſlign Stipends, prefis | 
ig Synods, dire& rhe cenſures of the Church., without whin 
there was no Excommunication. The world is much miſt 
concerning Epiſcopacy in Scotland : for though the King'y 
. Parliament were compelled by the clamours and impetuomy 
lence of the Presbyrers to annex the temporaliries of Biſhopsto 
Crown, yet the FunCtion it ſelf was never taken away in Scottal: 
from their firſt converſion to Chriſtiarity, untill theſe nohag 
troubles. And theſe very temporalities were reſtored bythe. 
of reſtitution, and their full power was firſt eſtabliſhed SymieÞ 
and afcerwards confirmed by the three Eſtates of the Kingdomply 
Parliament. We! 8 
' By their own Authority when they ſaw they could not pra 
with all their iterated indeayours and attempts to have theithat Þ. 
of diſcipline ratified, they obtruded ic upon the Church is Þ 
ſelves; ordaining that all rhoſe who had born , or did thei li 
any office in the Church, ſhould ſubſcribe it , under pe 
COmMmWunicann. "= 
By their own Authority, or rather by the like nnwarrand 
boldneſs they adopted themſelves to be heirs-of the Prelaiznl # 
and other dignities and orders of the Church, ſuppreſſed by I 
tumultuous violence, and decreed that all tythes, rents; lll @ 5, 


oblations, yea whatſoever had been given in former rimu,# | ; 
ſhould be given in future times to the ſervice of God, nal 
Patrimony of the Church , and onght to be collefted and þ ' BY 
ted by the Deacons, as the Word of God appoints, That WY 
vert any of thrs, to their particular or profane uſe of any 

 #s deteftable Sacriledge before God. And elſewhere, Genth 
Barons, Earls, Lords, and others muſt} be content to 1 ” 
their juſt rents , and ſuffer the Kirk to be reftored to htr'] 
fy. What this Libercy is, follows in the ſame place, Ht 
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given in hoffitality , all rents pertaining to Prieffs , Chana 
 Colleages, C __, Frieries of all orders, the Siſters" 
Seen, all which ought to be ret ained ftill in the uſe »f th 
Give them bur leave cotake their breath and expe cheſt,” 
whole revennes of the temporalities of Biſhops, Deans, ad | 
Deans Lands, and all rents pertaining to -Cathtdrall 'N 
Then ſuppoſing an ObjeRton, that the Poſſefſours had Leats 


. C7) 
| gſtates,; they anfwer, That thoſe who made them were thieves 
| and. murtherers , and had no puwer 10 alienate the common Good | 
| of the Kirk, They deſire thatall ſuch Eſtates may be arulled and Pi 
F aoided, that all Colleours appointed by the King or others, 
muy be diſcharged from intermedling therewith, ard the Deacons 
permicred to collect che ſ2me : yea to that height of madneſſe 

they come , as to defin2 and determine in their Aſſembly, 
| (judge whether ir be not a modeſt conſtirution ſor a Synod.) That Aram 

CY the next Parliament the Church ſhould be fully reſtored ro its Paw © 

WI im), and thas nothing ſhould be peſt in Parliament untill that 
4Y wo firſt conſidered and approved. Let all Eſtates take notice of . 
QF thefs precenſions and deſigns, It their project have not yettaken 
Wi £8, icisonly becauſe they wanted ſufficient ſtrengch hicherco ro 
2, accompliſh it. 
alk * Laſtly by cheir own Aurhority, under the ſpecious title of Peſws 
F Chit, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, the only Monarch 
to Fl « Charch, and under precence of his Prerogative Red, they 
a L ted their own Courts and why ©. in che moſt parts, of 

* 


% bo and, long before th:y*were legally approved or received, 
; rereries were then eſtabliſhed (Synoarcally) in molt parts of ai gies. 


th by their own AR, alledging thac many ſuites had 
us Kirk, which had not taken rhat happy «ffeftt which good ai. cu; 
q ic igdome. And laſtly by the Act of another Generall- Aſem- **** 


* 
5407 


wade to the Jſagiſtrate for approbation of *the Policy of 
would crave : And by another AR acknowledging that i& Uk. 
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at Edenburg, ordaining that the Diſcipline contained in the 
Se of the Generall Aſſembly ſhould be kept , as weld in Agnus 
CaMernis as in the reſt of rhe Kingdome. 
ou ſee ſufficiently in point of pratice how the Diſciplinari- 
Bleve trampl:d upon the Laws, and juſtled the civill Magi- 
xeout of his Supremacy in Ecclefiaſticall: Aﬀaires, My next 
all be, ro ſhew that this proceeds not from Inarimadyer- 
wr of Paſſion, but fromtheir DoErine and Principles, 
firſt, They teach that no perſons, Magiſtrates nor ochers, have 
over to Vote 31 their Syneds , but only Eccleſfiaſticall. 
KMondly, They teach, that Eccleſiaſticall perſo: 8 have ihe ſole 
erofconvening and convocating ſuch Aﬀembles, 4/1 Becle- 
Aſſemblies. have power to convene lawfully together , for 
if things concerning the Kirk, They, have power to1 ap- 
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[8] 
- pojns times and places, Again, National Aſemblies , 


Conmrey ought alwayes to be retained in their own Laden | rl » 


power to the Kirk to appoint times and places, Thus they mike 
ica Liberty, that isa Priviledge of the Church, a pare of its 


, Chap» 12+ 
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»mony, not only to convene, bur to convocate, whomſoevyer, why : 


ſoever, whereſoever. 4k 
3. Thirdly, For point of Power, they teach, that Synod: have | 
al. bind. judgement of true and falſe Religion, of Dottrine, Herefies, wh 
the eleftion , *admiſſion , ſuſpenſion , deprivation of Mine | 
deter mination of all things that pertain to the Diſcipline of | 
Charch. The judgement of Eccleftaſticall matters ,- cauſes bi 
ficinry, matrimonial! and others. furiſdiftion to proceed tg) 
- commmnication againſt thoſe that rob the Church of its Pathh 
«- Bookdiſe. #9. They have legiſlative Power ro m4ke rules and conflieath 
—_— for keeping good order in the Kirk, ey have power to ah 
ate and uboliſh all Statutes and Ordinances concernins- Ecthi 
icall matters, that ave found noiſome and mprofitable, nd 
gree not with the time, or are abuſed by the people. Anil wht 
withowt any Reclamation , or Apellation to any Fudge, Coll #® 
Eccleſfrafticall. we 
-wooaie. — Fourthly, They teach that they have theſe priviledges notfnw i 
_ ap. the Magiſtrace or People, or particular Laws of any other Col | 
trey. The Magiſtrate can not execute the cenſures of the Cui 
mor preſcribe any rule how it ſhould be done , but Ecclefudli 
power floweth immediately from God , and from the Median 
Theoremars Feſws Chriſt, And yet turther, The Church cannot be 
- =» bs by others, than thoſe Minifters and Stewards ſet over it 
w—_ otherwiſe than by his Laws. And therefore there # m " 
er on earth that can challenge to it ſelf a Command or Doi 
upon the Church. Andagain, It is prohibited by the Law 
and of Chrift, for the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to invade the Cn 
ment of the Church, and > hs, to challenge to himf, 
right of both Swords, ſpirituall and temporall. And if any 
giftrate do arrogate ſo mpch to himſelf , the Church halt A 
Ccanſe to complain aud exclaime, that the Pope is changed\, il 
Papacy remains. So if Kings and Magiſtrates ftand in char (i 
: they '#re Political Popes, as well as Biſhops are Ecclefaliet 1} 
Thee. s, Whatſoever theſe men do, is in the Name of our Lord. Je/m, "I 
by Anthenrity delegated from him alone. . > 90g» 


Chap. . 12 


KEA 


a4. dt ated ALE PS LAS 
PA. 
. . 
L. 5 N 


LARS 


97 


agiſtrate,” butagainlt rhe Magiſtrate, thats, alchough 


ls 4 *hedifſent, and ſend our his prohibindnsto che concrary,” Par. 


| ; *Jamencary ratifications cari no way alter *Church Canons con- 
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4 *erniop the Worſhip of God, *For Ecccletiaſticall Diſcipline 
wht to be exerciſed, whether ic be ratified by 'the' civilkMagi-' 
iter not. The wafit of a civillSanRion to the Church, is but 
I ie Lorri beſſans, non damninm exicrgens. Avitaddes nothing 
wit ſo ir cakes nothing away from it. If rhere be any claſhing 


lictions, or defect in this kind, they lay the faulc atthe 


b 
F iſt s doore. It is a great ſ{inne or wickedneſle, for the 
ate to hinder the exerciſe , or execution of Eccleſiaſtt- 


Now we have ſeen the pernicious praQtices of their Synods, with 
MDodrines from which" they flow, - it remains to diſpel umbra- 
erewith they ſeek to bide che uglineſs of their proceedings 


# 7 "1 c les from the eyes of the world,” We (ſay they) do give 
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WCrifhan —— politicall Powerto conyocate Synods;, 
Stfdein Synods, to ratifie the Acts of Synods, to teform the 
arch.” We make him the keeper of both Tables. Take nothing 
Whold it faſt, here are good words, but they ſignifie nothing, 
ſtwe whatſoever che Diſciplinarians do give.to the Magiſtrate, 
lmayes with a ſaving of their own ſtakes, not. ering or his 
Ynzze ,- dur their own.” -For they teach-char this power” bf 
Chriſt n Magiſtrate - is not private and defiructive to the 
*of the Church but cumulative, and onely auxiliary of 
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- Keke the power which they call abuſively authoritative, buris 
aemiriſteriall, of executingtheir-decrees,' and contributing 
wine ſertlemenit, they! aſcribe ro the Magiſtrate concerning the 


$ WofSynods thac which every private man hath, a judgement of 


Son, but they retain to-themſelves the judgement of 2 #ri/+ 

WAodif he judgethot as they would have him, bur fuſp:nd 
WAtanſgeiceth: influence of tuspoliticall;power, »whete the 
diiehim” exerciſe ir, they will either reach him anorhe 


Ta ll 
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1 Popery, that is an implicite faich,- or he may perchance 


Kſthe eghr - of their-- Church-cenſures, -and: find. quickly 
miner of men; they be, as. our: late Gratious King 
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We, and" before bim his Father; bis Grandmother, and: bi 
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"a 41 , They teach that they have all this Power; not only wich-" 
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[10] J 
great Grandmother, did all to their coſt. —_— 
Then BY Engliſh, what is chis politicall Power to calf. 

nods to prelide in Synods, and to ratifie Synods, which theſegayl 


men give to the Magiſirate, and ma nifie ſo much? 1 ff [tell $$ 
truth. It is a duty which the Magiſtrate ows to the Kirk, why, & © 
they think geceſſary ro have a Synod convocated, toſirenga | .; 
<z - | *q 
4 


cir ſurmonsby a civillSanRtipn, co.fecure them in can 
* the Synod, and-returning from che Synod, to proyi : 
* good accommodarien, to proret them from dangers, to dela & 3 
* their Rights and Priviledges. To compel obſtinats perfantly # * 
* civil Laws and puniſhments, to ſubmit ro their cenſured 
**crees.. What gets the Magiliraehy all this to himſf| e this 
pur it all in his eye, and ſee never a whit the worſe, Fag 
* declare ex reſly, that neither all che power, nor _ 
* power, whickf Synods have to deliberate of, or to -fine Ke 
© fiaſlicall things, (though it be in relation to their own Sul 
doth flow from'the Magiſtrate , but becauſe in thalg; 
© which belong to the -ourward man, ( mark the realgn 
&« Churchftandsin need of the help of the Magiſtrate. Faix 
ingenuous conteſlion , they attribute nothing to the Mayj 
but only what may render him able to ſerve their own. turns; 
ſupply their needs. 1wiſh theſe men would thiak alitele g 
the dilinGion, between habitxall and afwall.Juriſdithos,.; 
«Schoo-maſter bath his Licenſeto teach, yer hisaQual) ag 
eri doth proceed from the Parents of his Scholars, Andiht 8 = 
\ he enjoy a kind of Supremacy among them, be mubWFX 
_ that this extinguiſherh , cither his own filiall duy;W#l 
rs. : | 
Like this.-power of preſiding; pelitically in Synodsis. the\ 
power which they give him prod the Church, chatis 
the State of the Church is corrupted, but not when itj 
they take ir for granted, 'rhat it is, when the Juriſdi 
their own hands. ** Although godly Kings and-Princes, dat 
" ® by their own, Authority, when the Kirk is corrupredys 
* things out of order, place Miniſters, and reſtorethegruel 
* of the Lord, after the example of ſome godly Kings of} 
"and divers godly Emperours aud Kings alſo in the light 
* New Teſiament , yet where the Miniſtry of the Kirkisom 
*fully conſtizured, and chey that are placed, do their office) 


pe C11) 
*ſully, all godly Princes and Magiſtrates ought to hear and 0 
"nr fart and reverence the Loggrs by ihe Son of God ra 
FL *j9pin them. Leave this jugling ; who ſhall judge, when the 
EI *Chorch is corrupted; the Magiſtrates or Church-men??- if che 
1 *Japiſtrares, why not over you, as well as others? If the Church- 
| ® her not others as well as — here is nothing co be an- 
I *ered, but co beg the queſtion, that they only are the crue 
| *thich. Hear another wirneſſe, inevill and troubleſome times, 
3 *mina lapſed ſtate of affairs; when the order inſtituted by God 
I *aihe Church, is degenerated ro Tyranny, tothe trampling up- 577%. 
© %achettue Religion, and oppreſling the profeſſors of ir, when 
Sothitts is ſound, che godly Magiſtrate may do ſome things, 
ich orditarily are nor lawfull, &c, But ordinarily and of 
Mito right, in Churches already confticuted, if a man flye 
pe Magiffrace complaining that heis injured, bythe abuſe 
3 UEcclefalticall Diſcipline, or if the Sentence of the Presbyreries 
ſe the Magiſtrate, eicher in point of Difciplie or of Faich, 
whaſt not therefore dtaw ſuchcauſesto a ciyift tribunal, nor 
ddace x Poſicicall Papacy, And as the Magiſtrate bath pow- wu. 
iInextraotdinary cauſes, when the Church is wholly corrup- 
"t6reforme Eccleſiafticall abufes ;, fo if the Magiſtrate ſhall 
alihize, over the Church, it is Jawfnll to oppoſe him, dy 
uit! Wayes and theanes, extraordinarily ; how ever ordine- 
not to be allowed. This is plain dealing, the Magiſtrate 
nor lawfully reforme them, buc in cales extraordinary; and 
$ aagextraordinary they may lawfully reforme the Magillrate, 
not to br ordin.:rily. allowed, thatis by force of armes, 
the principles from whence all our miſerics; and rheloff: of 
pratious Maſter, hath flowed, and learnto d:teſt tkem,, They 
th Metifrate the coftody of both T4b1es , To they do give 7+ 
me to oeefuer they keep the ſceond Table, by admontſh.. 
"he keeps the firſt Tab'e dy aſliſting them ; cheyreforme 
Wy, of the firſt Table by ordinary right, of the £:cond Ta- 
ratdirt 49 He reformstht abuſes againftthe ſecond Ti- 
yordinary right :" andrhe abuſes againft the firſt Table ex. 
nth Magiſtrate, accotding to their learning call che $y- 
bay avevunt for any thing they do, can he remedy the er- 
TRewyaed cicherin Do&aneor Diſcipline? Vos, if Magi- wmieorgr. 
F C 3 | ſtrates 


: | 


Theor. $2+ 


3. 


2. 


C12) 

ftrates had power to-change, or dimin1, or reftramne the Ri i 
the Church ;, the. Condition of the Church, ſbould be worſe, ay 
their Liberties leſs, under a Chriſtian Magifrate, ths . 

an Heathin. For (ſay they) Parliaments and [upreame Simpe. 
are no more. infallible then Synods , and in watters of Fahy 
Daſc ipline more =o tur exre z. And again , the Magiſtrat.y 
juage of Spirztuall caſes cotraverted in the Churgh,. \ adult 
he decree any thins 11 {ach buſineſſes , according to. the with # 
of the fleſh, and not according to the rule of Goas Word, al 

wiſdome which is fram above, he muſt give an accounrgh 
unto God. t | 
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Tt fecond flows from this. The laſt appeal oughtrolelllf 

Supreame Magiſtrate , or Magiſtrates, within his of” 
Dominions, as to the higheſt Power under God. And where 
not ſo ordered, the Common»wealth caninjoy no trapyui 
_weſhall ſee inthe ſecond arcof this.&i urle.;. By che: 
England, if any man find himſelf grieved: with che:ſenm 
conſiſtoriall proceedings of a Biſhop, or of his Offficers,# 

. appeal from the higheſt judicatory of the Church tothel 
Chancery, who uſeth in that caſe to __ Commitſſionsum 
great Seal, to Delegates expert in the Laws of the Realwe 


_ [13] 
| havepomer to give him remedy, and to ſee Juſtice done. In Scor- 
\ad | ded his wonld be takenin great ſcorn, as an highindignity upon 
+ | the Commiſſioners of Chrilt, to appeal from his 77ib«»al, to the 
4 deement of a mortal man. Inthe year 1582. King James by tz 
Ld hisLetter by his Meſſenger, the After of Requeſts, and by an __ 
3 Herald ar-Arms, prohibited the Aſſembly at Saint Andrews to pro- aronnighs. 
JT cedinthe caſe 2; one Mongomery , and Mongomery himſ:lt ap- 
18 qaledto Ce/ar, or to King and Councel, What did our new Ma- 
{&Þ tereupon this? They leighted the Kings Letter, his Meſſenger, 
© hisHerald, rejeRt:d the Appeal,as made to an incompetent Judge, 
"4 ardprc ceded moſt violently inthe cauſe, About four years at- 
KF xtthis, another Synod held at Sainr Andrews, proceeded inlike Ein an- 
& wer againſt the Biſhop of that See, for Voting in Parliamenre 
(© $-xccording to his conſcience, and for being ſuſpeRed to have pen- 
i a Declaration, publiſhed by the King and Parliament 
IF athe end of the Scatutes ; nocwithſtanding that he decli. 
* # ad their judicature, and appealed ro the King and Par- 


Cruap.TvV. 


© That it exempts the Miniſters from due Puniſhment. 


1 irdly, If Eccleſiaſtick Perſons in their Pulpits or Afﬀemblies, 
© $ *2 ſhall leave their Text and proper work to turn Incendiaries, 
SF Trumpeters of fedirion, Rtirring upthe p2ople to tumults-and diſ- 
pL afdattemprs in all well-ordered Kingdomsand Commonwealrhs, 

Styare puniſhable by the Civil Magiſtrate, whoſe proper office ir 
merake copnizance of Treaſon and Sedition. It was well ſaid by 
ng of France to ſome ſuch ſedirious Sheb.'s,Thatif they would 
anihin alone in their Pulpics, he would ſend them to preach 
Eaother climate. - Inthe United Provinces there want not ex- 
ples of ſeditious Oratours, who for controlling their Vagiſtrares 
. Jin che Pulpic, have be2n turned both our of their Chyr- 
Send Cities, without any fear of wreſting Chrifts Scepter out 
Us hand, In Gerevs it (elf, the correftion of Eccleſiaſtical 
"* ” C 3 per- 
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[14] 
"pec.0rd-p14- perſons ( 9u4- tales, ) is Expreſly reſerved to the Sigaior 
much our Diſciplinarians have ou:-done their pattern, as they 
Gonate writings of heady men out-do the calmer d:crees ofa ſtim 
Senate. | Ly 
Buc the Miniſters of Scot{andbave exempted chemelyegy 
caſe from all ſecular judgement, as King Z:mes ( who knew th 
beſt of any manliving) witneſſeth, T cy ſ1id, He was aniaw 
petent Judge in ſuch cales, and that matters of the Pulpit 
excmpted fromthe judgement and correttion of Princes, Theythy 
ſelves ſpeak-plain enough. Ir is an abſurd thing, that ſuads 
them, ( Commiſlarics)) having no funion of the Kirk , 
Fad esro Miniſters, and depoſe them from their rooms, Th 
oldsas well againſt Magiſtrates as Commillaries. To paſ 
ſawcy and ſeditious expreſſions of M* Daury, M* Mellvil, Mr 
cangucll, and their impunity. Mr James Gibſon in his Seth 
taxed the King for a Perſecator, and threatned bim with g' 
thathe'ſhould die childleſ3,a9d be the laſt of his race; for whic 
conyented before the Aſſembly, and not appearing, he wa 
ſuſpended during the pleaſure of his brechren, (be he 
been ſuſpended indeed, that is hanged.) Burt at another / 
in A=guſt following, upon his alſ-gation, that his noc appeal 
was out of his tender care of the Rights of the Church,he was 
ged _ his contumacy, withour once ſo much as acquaint 
Majeſty. _ *"F 
Thecaſe is famous of M* David Blake Miniſter of S* And 
who had ſaidin bis Sermon, © That the King had diſcovery 
* ereachery of hic heart, \nadmitting the Popiſh Lords into 
* Countrey. Thar all Kings were the DeviJ; barns, thas- 
* vil wasin the Courr, atdinthe guidersof it, Andi hig 
** erfor the Queen, he uſed theſe words, We muſt pray fork 
* faſhion ſake, but we have no cauſe ſhe will never 1 | 
** He ſaid, tharthe Queen of Zng/and ( Queen by 
a wean Gn yo ooh v5 101 were niſcreangy | 
*<bri that the Nobilicy were red, godlcls, "9 
[, ble \Ind enemies to he Church the Counel rel. | | 
© #{afſes, Cormorants and men of ao Religion. Lapel Wir 
UE Elateial Zarepe, what puniſhment could be ſeyere net 1 | 
for ſuch audacious virulence ? The Eng/;o Ambaſladour cog 
of ir; Blakeis cited before the Councel, The Commi Honers -Y 
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—— [15] 
the Chorch plead, 7 hat it Will be 511 raken, to bring Adinifters is 
fon apes jock trifling delations, as inconfiſtent With the liberties 
«7th Church. They conclude, that a Decl/inatony ſhould be uſed, 
+ | anda Protefatiun made againſt thoſe | age gn ſaying, 7: was 
: ol e, wherein they ought to ſtand to all hazards. Axcording- 


" 
4 


| ha nrbeatowr was framed and preſenced. Blake deſires to be 
# muted ro the Pregbyrery, as bis Ordinary, The Commiſſioners 
wlthe Copic of the Dec/inatowr to all the Presbyteries, requiring 
am for che greater corroboration of their doings, to ſubſcribe 
en A commend the cauſe in handin their private and 
ickprayers co God, ufing their beſt credit with their flocks 
Ihe maintenance thereof, The Xing juſtly incenſed herewith, 
targeth the Commiſſioners, Notwithſtanding this [njunition, 
ray ſtill, and ſend Delegates to the X;ng, to repreſent the in- 
eniences that might enſue. The King more deſirous to decline 
renyy, than they his judgement, off:rspzace. The Commiſ- 
weefuſe it, and preſent an infolenc Perition, which the King * 
deſervedly, and the caufe was heard the very day that the 
es Elizabeth” ( now Queen of Bohemia) wis Chriſtened, ' The 
maſſes were produced , M* Robert Ponte in the name of the 
Gach makes a Preceftation. Blake preſents a ſecord Declina- 
4 .The Councel decree that the cauſe beiag rreaſonable, is 
Wokible before chem. The good King ſtill ſeeks peace, ſends 
bgers, treats, offers to remit: bur 1tis labourinvain. The 
Saeraanſwer peremptorily by M* Robert Brace their Prolocu- 
* The the liberty of Cbriſfts Kingdom had received ſuch a wonnd,, 
| Ry aſar pation + the Rights of the Church, that if the lives of 
Bake, and twenty others had been taken, it wonld not rw97 wt 
Ro hearts of good people ſo much , as theſe injurious proceeaings.. 
fill woos and conferres. Arlaſt the matter iscorcluded, 
King ſhall make a Dec/aration in favour of rhe C hurch, 
Bake ſhall only make an acknowledgment to the Qyeen, 
Merardoned : But Mr Blake refuſech tocanfeſſe any faulr, or 
omlcdoe the King and Councel to beany Judges of his Ser- 
a, 1 reupon heis convited and ſentenced ro be guilty of felſe 
"tl | ſlanders, and his puniflmens referred to the King, 
Wnog treats, makes Propoſitionsunbeſeeming his Majeſty, . 
{WCwice.. The Miviſters rejeRt them, proclaim a Faſt, raiſc 
Sonia Edenbargh, Petition , preferre Articles, The King 
| depart: 
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| [16] 
departeth from « he City, removeth his Conrts of Twſtlce, \ ney 
Pic repenr, the Miniſters pzrſift; and ſeek ro engage the Subjazyll 
a'Covin.m for mutual Defence. One M*Walſh in his Sermon wh 
the people, That the Kjng Was poſſeſſed with a Devil ,” yea with 
ven Devils ; chat the Subjebts might lawfully rife and take the fag 
ont of his hands. The ſeditious encouraged from the Pulpir, fu 
a Letter to the Lord Hamilton to come and be their Generaf. 
nobly refuſeth, and ſhewerh their Letterto rhe: King; Hertapty: 
the Miniltersare ſought for to be apprehended, and flie into 
land. The Tumult 15declared to be Treaſon by the Eſtates of 
Kingdom. ' Lhave urged this the more largely ( yer as ſucdifly 
as] could) to letthe world ſee, what dangerous Subjects theſe yk 
ciplinariansare, and how inconſiftent their principles be, wit 
orderly <ocietics. ny 
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That it ſubjefls the Supreme Magiſtrate to their Coſi, 


&c 


Ourthly, They have not onely exempted themſelves inthan} ® 
duties of their own Fun&ion from the ' Tribunal of t"'F * 
Sovereign Magiſtrate or Supream Senate, but they have ſubjeal 
him andthem ( yea even inthe diſcharge of the Soveregl f 
ro their own Conſiſtories, even to the higheſt Cenfure of Exali 
munication, which is like the cutting of a member fromthe 
Natural, or the out-lawing of a Subje& from the body pol 
Excommunication ; that very Engine, whereby the Popes f@Þ zF 
 advancedthemſelves above Emperours, To aiſcipline muff lM;Þ +3 
ph, it Eftates within this Realm be ſubjeft ;, as well Rulers, « ty 47 
Theo.s, reruled, Andelſwhere, All men, as well Magiſtrates, «WF 
riours, o»ght to beſubjett to the judgement of General Allee” 
And yetagain, No man that # in the Church, ought tobe exempt © 
from > 0s 6ctgon Cenſures, What horrid and: pernicious 


chieſs do uſe to attend the Excommunication of Sovereign 


7 Book dice 7» 
bead. 


ſirates, I leave to every mans memory or imagination. Snareary* 
ſ.s make great Kings become cyphers , and turn rhe-tenureME TIN 
Grown Copy-hold, ad voluntarem Dominorum. Such Doan | 
might better become ſome of the Roman Alexanders,, Of 
nifaces, Or Gregorims, or Pins Zuintws, than ſuch greatPr 


[17] 
i» | of Humility, ſuch great diſclaimersof Authority , who have ia- 
4 yeighed ſo birrerly againſt the Biſhops for their uſurpations, This 
'} mas never the practice of any orthodox Biſhop. St Ambroſe is 
| miſlaken, what he did to Theodoſime was no att of Eccleſiaſtical ju- 
i pref Chriſtian diſcretion,” - No, he was better ground- 
T &&.. Davidſaid, Againſt thee onely have I ſinned, becauſe he wat 4 
Lig. Our Di/ciplinarians abborrethe name of Axzthority , but 
thething, their profeſſion of Hamility, is juſt like that Car- 
hanging up of a Fiſhers Net in his Dining-room, to put 
F timinmind of his diſcent, but ſo ſoon as he was made Pop2 he 
F tookit down, ſaying, The Fiſh was cangbt now, there was no more 
$ melo the Net. 
Þ Cnay. VL 


. That it robs the Magiftrate of his Diſpenſative Power. 


by | aan All ſupreame Magiſtrates do aſſume to themſelyes a 
= 1 power of pardoning offences and offenders, wherethey judge 
g itto be expedient, + He who believes that the Magiſtrate cannot 
ol ff - 1 copſcience diſpence with the puniſhment ofa penitenc 
& 8 micfaQour, I wiſh him no greater cenſure, than that the penall - 
& | Larsmight be duly executed upon him, untill he recanthiserrour. 
| Bitour Diſciplinarians have reſtrained this Suidve power, in 
fach crimes as are made capitall by the judiciall Law, asin the 
: ik of Bloud, Adultery, Blaſphemy, &c. © in which caſes, the 
[3 "hy the offender ought to ſuffer death, as God hath commande 
And, If the life be | wy as it ought not to be to the offenders, 
1 6. And, th irate ought to preferre Gods expreſſe com- 
& | —nandinent before bis own corrupt-judgement, eſpecially in pu- 
18 ; tifhing theſe crimes-whick he commandeth to be puniſhed with 
4 7death, When the then Popiſh Earls of Angus, Huntley, and 
7 Ertl, wereexcommunicated by the Church, and forfeited for |! 
4 aondble practices againſt the King, itis admirable to read with 
maruildome, and charity, and ſweetneſſe his Majeſty did ſeek 
Wa bme to. time to reclaime them from their errours, and by 
Wafeipned converſion to the reformed Religion to prevent 
pon: (bment. Wherein he hadthe concurrence of two Con- 
ons of Eſtates, the one at Falk/and, the other at Damferm- 
by. Andon the other fide to ſee with whar bitterneſſe and radi- 
runmnalices they were proſecuted by the Presbyteries, and their 
te D Commiſſioners, 
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. mot brook. both them and the Lords together. Sometimes þ 


[28] 
Commiſtioners, ſomerimesPetitioning, That they might hav 
benefit. of Lay, as being excommunicated, Sometimes threatnin 
that they were reſolved to purſe them to the mitermoſt, 
it ſhould be with the loſs of all their lives in one day." T, 

continued enemies to God and hug; Truth, the Country 


to have their Eſtates confiſcated , and their lives taken a 
Alledging for their ground}, that by Gods Law they. had deſery 
death. And when the King urged that the boſom of che Churd 
ſhould be ever open to penitent ſinners, they anſwered, Thar th 
Church could wot refs their {atufattion, if it was truly offen 
hut the King was obliged to dg juſtice, What do' you thinkd 
thoſe thatroar out, Juſtice, 7«ſtice, now adayes, whether 
be not the right ſpawn of theie Bloud-ſuckers, Look uponthees, 
amples of Cain, Eſau, Iſhmael, Antiochus, Antichrilt , andaif 
me, if you- ever find ſuch ſupercilious, crue), bloud-thirlty perſon, 
tO haye been pious towards God, bur their Religion is os 
© like themſelves, ſtark naught, Curſed be their anger forit 
©* fierce, and their wrath, for it wascruel. 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe incroachments which our Diſciplindts 
ans have made upon the rights of all Supreame Magiſtrates, the 
be fundry others, which eſpecially concerne the Kings of. ( 
Brittain, as the loſle of his tenths, firſt-fruirs, and patranags, 
and which is more than all theſe, the dependence of his Subj Y 
by all which we ſce, that they have thruſt out rhe Pope iddeel, 
but retained the Papacy., The Pope as well as they, andtheys 
well as the Pope, (neither barrel better Herrings,)} do makeKy. 
but half Kings, Kings of the bodies, 'not of the ſouls of their$ W 
jects 3 They allow them ſome ſort of judgement ovet Ecclelialtial 
perſons, in thejrcivill capacities, for it is little (according toth 
rules) which ever is not Eccleſiaſticall, or may not be reduces} * 
Ecclefiaſticall, But over Ecclefiaſtick perſons, as they are car - 
aſticks, or in Eccleſiaſtical} matters, they aſcribe unco thewW-'Y * 
pen inthe world. * They fay it cannot ſtand with the Wy © 
"of God, that no Chriſtian Prince ever claimed, nor can da } 
* ro himſelf ſuch a power, If the Magiftrate will be contentW#J 
wave his Power in Eccleſiaſticall matters, and over Eccleſiaſſie 
perſons, (asthey are ſuch,) and give themteave ro do what: 
liſt, and fay what hey liſtip their Pulpits, in their Conbihoales 
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their Synods, and permit them co rule the whole Commonmwealch, 
order to the advancemient of che Kingdome of Chriſt, I he will 
Fecontented to become a ſubordinate Miniſter tocheit Aſſemblies, 

| toſcetheir decrees executed, then it may be they will become his 
"60d Maſters, and permit him to injoy a part of his civill power. 
|= Soyereigns are made but acceſlaries, and inferiours do be- 
come. principals , when ftronger obligations are deviſed , than 
thoſe of a Subje& to his Sovereign, itis time for the Magiſtrate to 
bokto himſelf, theſe are prognoſticks of inſuing ſtorms, the ayant 
qurriers of {editious rumults. When Supremacy lights into ſtrange 

- ndobſcure hands, it can hardly contain ir ſelf within any vane 4 
Fefore our Diſciplinarians be well warmed in their Ecclefiaſti- 
all Supremacy , they are beginning , or rather they have alrea. 
& made a good progreſle in the invaſion of the temporall Supre- 


macy alſo. 
| Cua?. VIL 


That the Diſciplinarians cheat the Magiſtrate of his Civill Pow- 
tr in order to Religion. 


_ their ſixt incroachmentupon theMagiſtrate,and the yer- 6 
ticall point of Jeſuitiſm, Conſider firſt how many civil cauſes 

have drawn direRly into their Confiſtories, and made them , ,,., wc. 
Ckecleſiaſticall cogniſance, as fraxd in bargaining, falſe weights 1 tc. 
mi meaſures, oppreſſing one another, &c. andin the caſe of Mini- ©»? 
ters, bribery, pe jury, theft, fighting, uſury, &c. * . 
--Seondly, Conſider that all offznces whatſoever are made cog. 
&. | wible in their Conſiſtories, in caſe of ſcandall, yea. even ſuch as 
sf VEponiſhable by.the civill Sword with death : If the civill Sword 
al | - ' ſpare the life of the offender, yer may not the 
{ol " negligent in their office, which is to excommunicate the 


| - Thirdly, They aſcribe unto their Miniſters a liberty and power - 
wired the Magiſtrate, even in the Managerie of civill Aﬀairs: 
Idpoverne: the Commonwealth, and to eſtabliſh civill Laws is 
toche Magiſtrate : To interpret the Word of God, and 
& | Tomthence to ſhew the Magiſtrate his duty, how he ought co 
W | . $verne the Commonwealth , and how he ought to ule the 
thef.. «word, iscomprehended jn the office of the Miniligr, for the - wake 
'® }  iyScripture is profitable to ſhew what is the beſt Pry 
hel D 3 _ 
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- it, unleſf- the King will firſt give aſſurarce under handand BY 
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* of the Commonwealth, And again all the duties of the 
«Table as well asthe firſt, ge RO, Parents; 
* Children, Husbands and Wives, Maſters and ſervants; 6. 
* in difficult caſes a ſubject of cogniſance and judgement tot 
* Afemblies of the Kirk. Thus they are riſen up trom a judgnich 
of direction, to a judgement of Juriſdifion, And if any a 
Magiſtrates or others, darea& contrary to this ;adgen ON 
Aſſembly, (as the Parliament ard Committee of Eſtates didin $;y- k: 
* /and, 1n che late expedition) they make ir to be an unlayfulip . oY 
*© gagement, afinfuil War, contrary to the Teſtimoties of God k 
* ſervants, and decree the parties ſo offending, to be ſuſtentd 
” from the com. munin 2 and from their offices in the Kirk, I 
feſſe Miniſters do well to exhort Chriſtians to be carelull, hog 
induſtrious in their ſpeciall callings : but for them to meddlepry 
matically with the myſteries of particular Trades, and much mor 
with the myſteries of State, which never came within the compal 
of their ſhallow capacities, isa moſt audacious irſolence, anda 
inſufferable preſumption. They may as well teach the Pilorhoy 
to ſteer his courſe ina tempeſt, or the Phyſician how to curethe& 
ſtempers of his patient. _ 
But their high<ſt cheat is that Jeſuiticall invention, (is wi 
ad Fhiritualia,) they aſſume a power in worldly affairs inditef 
andin order to the adyancement of the Kingdome ot Chriſt. fl 
Eccleſiefticall Miniſtry is converſant ſpiritually abent civill things. 
Again muft nor duties to God whereof the ſecuring of Relifuit'h 
a main one, have the Supreame and firſt place, duties ta th 
King a (ubordinate and ſecond place ? The caſe was this. 11 


Sf 


by ſolemne oath, that he will eftabliſh the Covenant, rhePred : 
terian Diſcipline, &c. in all his Dominions, and never indeavair 
any change thereof, leaft otherwiſe his liberty might bringthw} ©; 
bygone proceedings about the League and Covenant into que y- 


"4-1 


there isihetr power in ordine ad ſpiritualias The Parliament In 
**reſtore to the Ring his negative voice, A meer civill thing, WI 
** Commiſſioners of the Church oppoſeit, becaufe of the git} E 
* dangers that may thereby come to Religion. The Parliam wn 
name Officers and Commanders for the Army. A meer crloy 4 


; | C21] 
The Church will not allow them, becauſe they want ſuch qualifica- 

tions#as Gods word requires, that isto ſay in plain terms, becauſe 

they were not their confidents. Was there ever Church challenged 

ſuch an omniporence as this ? Nothing in this world is ſo civil or 

political, whereinchey do not intereſt themſelyes, in orderto the 

advancement of the kingdom of Chriſt. 

Upon this _ their Synod enaRted, that no Scotiſh mer- _ 
{chants ſhould from thencetorth traffique in any of che dominions 594 
©} ofthe King of Spain, until his Majeſty had procured from that 
I *King ſome relaxation of the rigour of the Inquiſition, upon pain 
bof excommunication. As likewiſe that the Munday marker at 
4 Ednþ»rgh ſhould be aboliſhed, It ſeems they thought ir miriſter- 
ed ſome occaſion to the breach of the Sabbath. The Merchants 
petitioned rhe King to maintain the liberty of their trade, He grants 
their requeſt but could not prore& them, for the Church proſecu- 
td the poor merchants with their ceniuers, unti!l they promiſed 
wgiveover the Spaniſh trade, ſo ſoon as they had perfected their 
(counts, and payed their Credicors in thoſe paris. 

"But the Shoemakers, who were molt intereſted in the Munday 
Marke'!3 with their crumu!ts and chreatenings comp. lled the Miniſt- 
entorerrat, whercupon it became a jeſt in the City, that the Sox- 
Ercontd obtain more at the Miniſters hands than the King. So they 

may meddle with the Spaniſo rrade or Munday markets, or any 

| Wingin order co Religion. 

& | Uponthis ground they aſſume to themſelves a power to ratifie As 

+ | #Parliamenc, So the aſſembly at Edenbargh enacted, That the 

7% 11A made in the Parliament at Edenbargh the 24 of Auguſt 1560, 

# {michout eicher Commiſſion or Proxie from their Sovereign, *) 
Inching Religion, &c. ſhould have the force of a publick Law: as. ze. 
os And that the faid Parliament, fo far as concerned Religion, ſhould '*?" 
I maintained by them,e+c. and te ratified by the firſt Parialment 

"= "bat ſhonld bappento be kept withiu the Realm. See how bo'd 

4: | deymake with Kings and Parliaments, in order to Religion. Ican- 

= omit that famous ſummons which chis Aſſembly ſent out, nor 


4 pom co entreat, butto'admcniſh all perſons truly profeſſing the 

oF -Lard Jeſus within the Realm, as well Nobie-men as Barons and 
wx | Weof other eſtates, to meertand give their perſonal appeararce 
x Eqnbargh the 20 of July enſuing, for giving their advice and 
wnarrence in matters then to be proponed, eſpecially for purg- 
2 ".Y ing 


i *boliſhall ſtatutes and ordinances concerning Eccleſiaſtical 
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ing the Realm of Popery, eſtabliſhing the policy ofthe ( 

r pring the patrimony thereof to the jult poſſeſſours., 7 

fach as did abſentthemlielyes that they ſhou!d be eſteemed diſling 

late profefſours, unworthy of the fellowſhip of Chriſts flock,nly 

thinks your Scotiſh Diſciplinarians know not howto ruffle it? 
Upon this ground they aſſume a power tg abrogare andinyg 

. date-Laws and Act of Parliament, if they ſeem diſadvantagiouy 

the Church. Church. Aſſemblies have power to abrogateagdy' 


3 


* ters, that are fourd noyſom and unproficable, and agree not md 
* che times, or are abuſcd by the p-ople. Sothe Ads of Parliangy: 
1584. at the yery {ame time that they were proclamed, werehts 
telied againſt at the market croſſe of Edexburgh by the Miniflew 
inthe name of the Kirk of Sco:land. Anda he before, whals 
eyer he the Treaſon ot ic:pugniag che autloricy of Parkame 
*canbe no Treaſon to obey God rather than man. Neither did Þ 
* General aſſembly of Glaſgow 1638, &«c. commir any tread 
* when they impugned Epilcopacy, and Perth-Ar:icles, althow 
* ratified by Acts of Parliament, and itanding lawsthen unrepaly 
He faith ſo far true, than we ought cacher to obey God thang 
that is, to ſuffer when we cannot a; but roimpugn the auhoniy 
of a lawfull Magiſtrate, is neither to obey God nor man, God wg 
mands us to die innocentTather than live nocent, they teachwit 
ther to live nocent than die innocent. Away with thele ſee 
ſedition, theſe reblliousprinciples, Our Maſter Chriſthath leftws 
| ſuch warrant, and the unſound'practiſe of an obſcure Conyentidey 
noſafe patern. The King was ſurprized at R#then by a companyt 
Lords and other conſpirators ; this fat was as plain Treafagd 
could be imagined, and ſo it was declared ; (1 ſay declared 
* made) inParliament, Yet an Aſſembly Generall ( »«morngat® 
* ſaying ) did juſtify that Treaſon in order to Religion as goodanlſ 
© acceptable ſervice to God, their Soveraign, and native Count 
* requiring the Miniſters in all cheir Churehes co commendiittolYl tay 
* people, andexhort all men to concurre with the aRors, ſell a+ 
*cendred the glory of God, the full deliverance of the Charch,@} tay 
* perfe& reformation of the Commonwealth, threatning all thilf } any 
*who ſubſcribed not to theirjudgement with Excommunicati: £ 
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We ſ:e this is not the firſt time that Diſciplinarian SpeRacles r 
made abominable Treaſon to ſeem Religion, if it ſerve forthe Jy 
yancement 
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ancement of the good Cauſe. And if werewell if they could reft 
Tete, or their zeale toadyance their Eccleſiaſticall Soveraignty, by 
fce of Armes, and effuſion of Chriſtian b!ood, would confine it 
@f withiti che lrmirs of $cerland ; No, thoſe bounds are too nar- 
gow for rheir prigmaricall ſpirits: And for buſie Biſhops in other *#% 37, 
mensDioceſſes; ſee the Articles of Srey/ing, That the fecuting and 
| *eing Religion at home, and promoting the work of Reformati- * 
+} *nabroad, in England and Ireland, be referred to the determina 
Þ Yor ofthe General Aſembly( of the Kirk ) or their Commiſio- 
4 ws What, is old Fdeniurgh turned new Rowe, and the old Preg- 
WF ersyoung Cardinals, and their Confiſtory a Conclave, and their 
FF Cmmiceeesa JunRo for propagating the faith? Themſelves ſtand 
SF miſtin need of Reformation , If chere be a mote in the eye of our 
FI Carch, thereisa beam in theirs. Neicher wantwe at home God 
EF kpraiſed, thoſe who are a thouſand times fitter for learning, for 
ery, for diſcretion, to be reformers,then a few giddy innovators, 
LY Tlam fure, fince they undertook our cure againſt our wills, 
theyhave made many fat Chureh-yards in Eng/and. Nothingis 
wee civill, or eſſentiall to the Crowne, then the Militia , 
« of raiſing Armes : Yer we have ſeen in the at- 
mor at Retben, intheir Letter to the Lord Hamilton, in their 
© Þ femons, whac is thc ir opinioa. They infinoate as much: in their Ther. 54. 
k : , Itis lawfall to refit the Magiſtrate by certain extracys 
"PS wajet-or meanes, not to be ordinarily allowed. It were no dif- 
: | "Kit rask out bf their private Authors, to juitifie the barbaroug 


. 


thaye been commirted in Eng/ard. Burt I ſhall hold my ſelfe 
*/ 7 ieir publike ations and records. A mativows company ofCitizens 
== the gates of Halyrood-houſe, toſearch for a Prieft, and plunder 
"Þ gow) raſwre. M. Knox was charged by the Conncell to have bin ——_ 
1 Ll of the (edition ; and further, to have convocated his M.;- 
© _ Bher Swbjefts by Letters mifſive when he pleaſed. He anſwered, 
at he was no preacher of Rebellion, but taught people ro obey 
fPri jacks Lord, [1 ferr hetiught chem likewiſe, that he 
FW they were the compercnt judges what is obedience int the ag wig; 
1 ad. ] He confeſſed hi convecating of the Subjefts by vertme of a **** 
| nad of the'Church, tn advertiſe the brethrew when he ſaw a 


R | 
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their - meeting, efþecially if he perceived Religion to brim 
ake another inſtance, The Aſſembly haviog received an 


"tO 
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fc abouc the tryall of che Popiſh Lords; not 


| 
cnt 
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rocheir contentment, reſolye all ro convene in Armes at the play 
* appointed for the tryall ; whereupon ſome were left at Flu 
* barghto give timely advertiſement to thereſt, The Kingaly 
© return gets notice of it, calls the Miniſters before bim, A 
* them what an undutifull part it was in them to levy Forces, wi | 
© draw his Subje&s into Armes without his warrant. The Mini 
pleaded, Thatit was the cauſe of God, in defence whereef they ail 
wot be deficient. This is the Presbyterian wont, to ſubjeRallenls 
and perions to their Comiſtories,to ratifie and aboliſh wing : 


to confirm and pull down Parliaments, to levy Forces, toin 
other Kingdoms, todo any thing reſpectively to the advanceg 
of the good cauſe, and in order to Religion. , 


CHnayp. VIII. F: 
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T hat the Diſciplinarians challenge this exorbitant Power yJſþ 
vine Right. | Fi 6. 


REbold both Swords ſpirituall and temporall in the handfafh 
Presbytery, the one ordinarily by common right, theada'Þ | 
extraordinarily ; the one belonging dire&ly to the Church, thes'F+- 
ther indireQly , the one of the Kingdom of Chriſt, the others 
his Kingdom, 1n order to the propagation of Religion, Seeluy 
theſe hoc as pocaſes with ſtripping up their ſleeves and profeſſion | 
plain-dealing, with declaiming againſt the ryranny of Prelatey,ur & 
der the pretenſe of humility and Miniſtefiall duty, havewreled&} © 
Sceprer out of the hand of Majeſty, and jugled themſelves inv#Þ} +; 
abſolute a Papacy, asever was within the walls of Rowe. OWny : 
our, behold thy Vicars, and ſee whither the pride of the let 
of thy ſervants is aſcended. Now their Conſiſtories are becomelt'F * 
Tribunalls of Chrift. That were ſtrange indeed | Chriſt bat 

one Tribunall, his Kingdome is not of fie world, Their dere 
nations paſſe for the Sanrence of Chriſt. Alas there is tool 
Qtion, and paſſion, and ignorancein their Presbyreries. TMR” 
nodall Ats go for the Lawes of Chriſt, His Lawes areimmuan gn 
mortall man may not perſume ro alterthem, or to adde ton F' 
but theſe men are chopping and changing their conſtitutions Q 
day. Their Elders muſt be looked upon as the commiſſonersJ® 
It is impoſſible 1 Geneva was the firſt Ciry where this diſcipli 
hatched, though ſinceit hath lighted into huckſters hands, WY, 
dayes they magnified the platform of Genevs, for the patrers Rune - 
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is the wont. But there, the Presbyters at their admiſſion takean 
oath, co obſerve the Eccleſiafticall Ordinances of the ſmall, great, 
11 Councels of th tCicy.- Canany man be ſo ſtupid, as to 
think, that che high Commilſlioners of Chriſt ſwear fealty to the 


| Burgers of Geneva? Now forſooth their Diſcipline is become the 


Septer of Chriſt, the Eternall Goſpel, ( See how ſuccefle exales 


 nensdefires and demands. ) In good time, where did this <c 


ye hid for 1500 yeers, chat we cannot finde the leaſt fi 
ofitinthe meaneſt village ot Chriſtendom ? This world drawes to. 


" mards an end ; was this diſcipline fitted and contrived for the 


world co come? - Or how ſhould it be che Eternal Goſpel? When 
every man ſees how differencit is from it ſelf, in all Presbyterian 
Churches, adapted and accommodated to the civill policy of each 
icular place where it is admitred, except only Scorland, where 
comes in like a Conqueror, and makes the Ciyill Power 


. wdftrike copſaile ro ir.Cercainly, if ir be the Goſpel, itisthe fift 


Goſpel , for it hath no kindred with the other foure. There is noc 
aText which they wreſt againit Epiſcopacy, bur the Independants 


us -mywich as much colour of reaſon, and truth , urgeir againſt 
oy = ar presbyceries. Where doth the Goſpel diſtinguiſh berw:en 


and perpetual! Rulzrs? Between the Government of 


WI therlon, and of a corporation ? There js not a Text which they 


® 


4 Þ duce tor their Presbytery, bur may with much morereafonbe 
# wedged for Epiſcopacy, and more agreeable tothe analogie of 
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ſeth, to the perpe: uall praQice and belifof che Catholick Church, 
'Þthe concurrent Enpoſcicns of all Incerpreters, and co the other 
Texts of holy Scrip:ure , for untill rbisnew modeſt was yeſterday 
wniſed, cone of thoſ: Texts were ever ſo underſtood. :Whenthe 
*praftiſe uſhers in the doRrine, ic.is very ſuſpicious, or rather evi- 
ſent, tharthe Scripcure was not the rule of cheir reformation, bur 
Heir ſubſequent excuſe. This ( j#re devino ) is that which makes 
their ſore incurable, chemſelves 1ncorrigible, that they facher their 
"wii brat upon God Almighty, and make chis Muſhrome which 
"Hfng but up the ocher night, to be of heavenly d-ſcent. Ir is juſt 
We the dorrine of the Pop:s wy 196.7 which ſhu:s the door 
Janſtall bopz of remedy. How ſhould they be brought rore- 
Tim their errors, who bel:eve they cannot erre, or they be 
Fought to renounce their drowſy dreams, who take it for gran- 
2d, that they are divine revelations ! 


{; EW E | And 


[267 "TI 
And yet when chat wiſe Prince, King ?ames, alittle beforethy 
Nationall Aſſembly art Perth, publiſhed in print. 55 Articles & 
Queſtions, concerning the uncertainty of this Diſcipline, andity 
yanicy of their pretended plea of d/vize _— and concerning! 
ertours and abnles crept into it, tor the better preperation 
men tothe enfoing Synod, that Miniſters might{ludy the poin 
forehand, and ſpeak: tothe purpoſe ; they who ſtood effeb 
that way wece extremely perplexed. To give a particular accoun,- 

they knew well it was impoſſible, but their chifeſt rrouble wa 
that theit foundation of divine right, which they badgiven 
. thiswhite to be a ſolid rock, ſhould come now to be 
for a'ſhaking quagmire. And {o without any oppolu 
yceided the Þucklers. Thus ic concinued untill theſe un 
troubtes, whenthey Rarted aſide again ike broken bowes.” 


in, 1596- 


CHaP. 1X. y 
That this Diſcipline makes a monſter of the Commonnealth, 


VYVE baveſeen bow pernicious this Diſcipline (asicb) ; 7 
| —_ Scotland, _ ys Dr  —- oduoaling 
to England bythe Covenant, |) is 80-the ſupreme Magifirate, how 
icrob Jim of tis Supr in Ecclefiaſticall affaires, ant of 4 


hit appealsof bis 6waSubjedts, thar tr exempts rhe! 


rhe power of the Mapi ; and ſubjects the Mapiſtvane " - 
7 , that ir re his diſpenſarive power of pardon} =; 
him of the dependance .of bis Subjects, thatirdothU'F 5+ 


and-wſurp «power paramount both -of the worlandWWY © 
Sword, both'of Peaccand War, overall Courts and Eſtaves, ey © 
alLaws Civill and Ecclefiaſticall, im order +0 the adver { 
the Kmpdom of Chriſt, wherof the Predbyters alone afe£ ”" 
ted rulers by God; and-all this bya pegaded driver GE &n 
takes away all hope of remedy, wnrillit be hiffed ouriefthe way or 
nawond, rhatit is che rop-branch of Popery, a greater mea ne 
therrever Rowe was guilty of. It remains to ſhow how CUem ane 
tagiovs it is alſo to-rheSubje@. ut * 


- —'% 
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Firſt, ro the Common-weakth in generall, which it al 


=y 


$ C271 
Monſter, like an Amphiſhbgina, ar a Serpent with two heads, 0ne 
- areicher end, Ic makes a coordination of Soyeraignty in the fame 
$acizty, two ſupermes in the ſame Kingdom or Stare, the one Civill, 
qr Ecclefiaſticall, then which nothing can be more perni- 
cious, either to the conſciences, or the eſtates of Subjecs, when it 


falls out (ﬆ it often doth ) that from theſe two heads ifſue contrary «cer. » 
commands, 7f the Trumpet give aw uncertain ſound, who ſhall pre- 
poehimſelf to the baxtel ? Much more when there are two Trum- 
and the one ſounds an Alarm, the other a Retrear. What 
d the poor Souldier do in fuch a caſe ?. or the poor SubjeR ip 
the other caſe? If he obey the Civill Magiſtrate ; heis ſure to be ex- 
communicated by che Church ;z if he obey the Church; hes ſure 
'F twheimpriſoned by the Civill Magiſtrazz z What ſhali becomeof 
"$ him? Lknow no remedy,bur according to Solomons ſentence,rhe li- *=#* v3 
yingSubjeR mult be divided into two andrhe onehalf given to the 
"F one,and the other half to the other. For the Oracle of Truth hath 
= | kid, thatove mar cannot ſerve two maſters, But in Scotlang eyery 
—F man muſt ſerve two Maſters, and ( which is worſe ) many times 
— | Uaprecing Maſters. At the ſame time the Civill Magiſtrate hath 
| command:dtheFcaſt of the Nativity of our Saviour 'to beobſer- 
bf 20s the Church bath forbidden it. Ar the ſame time the Ki 
— | th ſummoned the Biſhops to fit and Vote in Parliament, a 
= | te Church hath forbiddeo.them. | 
= . lntheycar 1582. Afonſiexr-le-mor, a Knight of the Order of *1%* 
= | & Holy Ghoſt, with an aſſociate, were ſent Ambaſſadours from 
= Faxceinto Scorland , The Miniſters of Edenbargh approving not 
1 Meſſage, (though meerly Civill, ) inveighin cheir Pulpits bic- 
4 0 aganſt him, calling bis White Croſſe the baage of Antichriſt aud 
= Safe? the Ambaſſadowr of a Mnrtherer. The King was aſhamed, 
: did not know how to help it, The Ambaſſadours were diſcen- 
Ented, and deſired to be gone : The King willing to preferve che 
Ment Amity between the two Crownes, and to diſmiſle the Am- 
Skdours with content, requixes the, Magiſtrates of Edewbargh to *** 
| y wm atcheir departure , ſo chey did;, But to-hinder this teafh, a vim cis : 
Yoo the Sunday preceding, the Miniſters proclame a Faſt to be 
Wtihe lame day the Feaſt was appointed; and to. detaine che 
Fatal day ar Church ; che three Preachers make three Sermons, 
Falter another without: intermiſſion, *thundring out curſes 
tMapiſtratesaud Noblemen which waiced upon the Am. CAE IN 
E 2 baſſadors Ps Sp, 


£4 
LI,” 


- ko take + crwry for delivery of their King out of priſon, rl 


' willadyantage them nothing; for( whichis all one-with 


[28] ; 
baſſadorsby the Kings appointment. Neither ſtayed they here, ur 
pnrſued the. Magiſtrates with the cenfures of the hs bus 
obſerving the Laſt —_ proclaimed ;z and with much dificuly 
were wrought to abſtaine from Excommunicating of them, which” 
cenſure, how heavy it falls in Scotland, you ſhall ſee by andly. 
Tocome yet neerer, the late Parliament in Scotland injo 


Commiſheners for the Aſſembly d&ifallowed it ; andar this 
how many are chaſed out of their Country > How 1nahy are putty 
ublike repentance in ſackcloth ? how many are excommunicated,” 
or being obedient ro the Supreme Judicatory of the Bogus 
is, King and Parliament? Miſerable is the condition of that peot 
where thereis ſuch claſhing and interfereing of SupremeJudicato 
and Authorities. If they ſhall precend that this was no free 
ament:; Firſt, ehey affirm that which is nor true, either tharParh 
ament was free, or what will. become of the reſt? Secondly, one 


thus they make themſelves Judges of che validity oc invaidity 
Parliaments. | 
CHAP. X, 


Thetthy Dicipline ts moſt prejudicial to the Parliumtnt. * 

F Rom the Eſſentiall body of the Kingdom we are to proctedid 
the repreſentative body, which is the Parliament, 

already ſeen, how it attridugesa power to Nationall Synodstots | 
ſtrain Parliaments, and to abrogate their As, ifthey ſhall jul Þ | 
them prejudiciall ro the Chuxch.We need no other inſtancego 
what ſmall account Presbyteries do make of Parliaments, thea dt 
late Parliament in Scor/and. Not withſtanding that the Parliam 
had declared their reſolution #0 levy _—_ vigorouſly, andrharn 
&4 expett as well from the Synods and Presbyteries, as from al 
his Majetties good $mjetts, a ready obedience to the commands i 
li ament, and Committee of Eft ates. © The Commiſſionersof heb JF 
* ſembly not ſatisfied herewith, do not onely make their ra# & aſe 
* ſzlls, that the grounds of the Warre and the breaches oY the 
Peace might be 'cleared,. that the union of the Kingd" Fg 
** might be preſerved}, that the popiſh and prelaticall FF hs: 
© might be ſuppreſſed, that his Majeſties offers concerniagh} hog, 
** gion might be-declared unfatisfaory, that before hisM 
= reſtitution to the exerciſc of his Royall power, he thai 
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| * engage bimſelf by ſolemn Oath under his bard ard Seal, to paſſe 
»*4&. for the ſettlement of the Coyenant ard Presbyterian 
«* Goyerpment in all- bis Dominiors, &c. And never to oppoſe 
them; or endeavour the Change of them, ( An ufurer will traſt a 
Jankrupt upon eaſier rearms, then they will do their Soveraign, ) 
and latily, that ſuch perſons onely might be intruſted, as had 
grenthem no cauſe of jealouſie, (which had beentoo much, and 
noechen any Aſtaces in Emrope will take in good part from halfa 
Wen Miniſters, ) But afterwards by their publick Declaration to 
th whole Kirk. and Kingdom,fet forth that not being [atisfiedin theſe 
«lars, they do plainly diſſent and diſagree, and declare thar 
hey are clearly perſwaded in their conſciences, that the Engagement 
f dangeroms conſequence to true Religion, prejudicial to the Li- 
of the Kirk, ſavonrable to the Malignant party, inconſiſtent 
with the union of the Kingdom ,, Contrary to the word of God and the 
Crenant, wherefore they cannot allow either Miniſters or any other 
mhtſerver to concurre and cooperate in it , andiruft that they 
will beep themſelves free in thu buſineſſe, and chooſe +ffliftion 
wther the iniquitie. And to ſay the Truth, they made their 
wrdgood. For by their power over the Church-men, and by 
their influence upon the peop'e, and by threatening all thoſe who 
dinthat aRion with the cenſures of the Church, they rerar- 
Levies, they deterred all preachersfrom accompanying the 
todo divine offices. And when Saint Peters keyes wo 
wit ferve the turn, they made uſe of Saint Paris ſword, and ga- 
Eredthe countrey together in arms at Aſachleene- Moore to ops 
ſethe expedition. : 
=Sifthe high court of Parliament will ſet up Persbyrery, th 
© 7 miltreſolvero introduce an higher court then themſelves, whi 
Wovertopthem for eminency of authority, for extent of power, 
neffe of priviledges, that is, a Nationall Synod. 
= - firſtfor authority, the one being acknowledged to be but an 
= $ Kain convention, the other affirmed confidently to be a divine 
J Kmtution.” The one fitting by vertue of the Kings writ, .the 0- 
dy vertue of Gods writ. The one as Councellers of the Prince, 
| evt] r as Ambaſſadours and Vicars of the Sonne, of God. The 
| 44Purgeſſes of Corporations, the other. as: Commiſſioners of. 
1:38Chritt. The one judging by the law of the land, the other 
136 WY ripeares The one taking care for this temporal We, 
FAQ for eternal! life... - ':B 3, Secondly 


I C30] _— 
Second! tor POWEr, as Cyrtixs ſaich, #65 mrmltitudy wit ht 
"O82 © Wh meluus vatibug [ ui quam ducibus parets: whats 
Uſe ude is fed with ſuperſhtton, they do moxe readily obeydlis 
on then their Magiſtrates. Have they not reaſon ?- Pal | weddi 
us O Magiſtrate, thou chreatenſt us with priſon, they threnchy } 
with hell fire. Thy ſentence deprives us of civill proteQtion,l 
the benefit of the law, ſo.doch theirs indireQly, and-withallm } ff 
. - *usfirahgers to the common-wealth , of Iſrael. Thou canis & of 
HW vs, ot horn us, and confiſcate our eſtares, their keywdol Yale 
ante 4!ſo by ronegeper, and moreover depriveus of he pry aa 
of che Cl:urch, and the comfortable uſe ofthe bleſſed Facrany a 
Thou canſt deliver us to-a Purſevant, or commit us.to. thellt 
Rbd,*chey can deliver, us over to Sathan,.and commit ww w 
Prinet-of darkneſſe. _ | _ - 
*- Thirdly for priviledges, the priviledges of Parliamegtextend ik 
to treaſon, felony, of breach of peace, but they may calke-walh 
and a&creaſon in their pulpits ard Synods without conualny 
They may ſecurely commit not onely pers/arciny but Burglayal 
force the dores of the pallace Royall. They may-not onelybn 
the'peace, but convocare the Subje&sin armes, yea give 
ro a particular perſon, to conveen them by his letters miſſy 
cording to his diſcretion, 5» order to religion. Of all whidiued 
ſeeninſtances inthis diſcourſe. The priviledges of Parliame 
the Graces and Conceſſiogs of man, and may be. taken-aney 
humane Auckority, but the priviledges of Synods they ſayarein 
God, and cannot without Sacriledge be taken away by mall 
man. The rwo Houſes of Parliament cannot name CommlbatenF' 
tofit inthe interyalls, and take care ue quid detr;menti capt 
pablica, that the Common-wealth receive no prejudice; M6 
nods have power to riame vicars Generall, or Commiſſionel 
ſit in the intervalls of Synods, and rake order. thac nenh& 
nor Parliament nor peopſe do incroach ,upoti the Liberties 
Chnrch. Tfthere be any thing to do, they are. ( like the 
e/£ſops fables, ) ſure to he inat one end otic. } ; 1/111 
PM. 102-49 angy? a4 OM:4 Po RL) 1468 
That this Diſcipline i oppreſſive to particular pirſonts| 
"Owards particular perſons this Diſcipline is too fall Nl 
like Draces lawes thar were wricten in blood. Firſt nh 


faults, inflicting Church cenſures upon ſlight grounds,” vi . 


1 Iv 
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y-gefture, ſor a vaio word, for fuſpition. of 0s ogy 
Toeſapesflvity inraiment, cicher tor coſt or faſhop, for 
2table above a mans caling or means, for darcing at 8 
w. orof ſervants in the ſtreets, for wearing 4 mans hair as 
/ for not paying of debts, for uſog the' lealt recteacion upr 
he @bbath, though void of {candall;: atd conſiſtent with the 
wes of the day. [wiſh they were acquainted wich the praftiſe 
wether Proteſtant Countries, Bur'if they did bur ſee one of 
no which are obſerved an ſome places, the pulpic, the 
aſdery,. the whole Kingdom would not be able-to hold chem: 
a ations. have there been among ſome of their (eQa- 
ab hh and cuffes, &c. jult like thoſe grave debates which 
ins times among the Franciſcans, about the colour and 
i their gowns? They do not allow men latitude of gdiſ- 
= a0jnany thing. All men, even their Superiours mult be their 
Ivor pupils. Iciscrue they begin their cenſures. wich admoniti- 
and if a man will conſeſſe turoſelfa dehoquens, be ſorryfor 
git w betrevbyrera offence, and conform bimſelſinhis hazr, 
| diet, every thing, to 'whac cheſe rough hewen Cato's 
, he may eſcape the flaol of repentance, otherwiſe 
7 agaiaſt him torconrumacy,to Excommunicatiog, 
lychis diſcipline is 44 mans. (os vo Fr Bn 
twice for the ſame crime , firlt vi” ws 
ngcothe lawves.of God and theiland;, forthe offence 3 then 
s af the Church forthe ſeal Tochwagrevies Theory 630 
KL Arkin orbids the ſame faxdtin the Jame wan.to be pwrofhe 
IF power, auutheri way)by the Eccleſigſtss 
: der the form ality of a crime with C rants fo rpark ak ex 
, by thu under the L..- of {+ 
* And their book of diſcipline, If the. Mops op —_ 
aroſe of choafonler, yet way wot the Kirk, he ewegh- * 
Meir :affice. i Thus "th y in-expreſle cermes, fil 
pewhich 4 elbow of ad defreve , Aeſerate alſo exccommager. © 
ke, Yeathough an offender abide an aſſiſe, and-be abfal- 
he ſame, yet may the Church injoyn him pablick, [atioſafti- 
ſe Megs hu not think \fitin þis-judgement, or 
ſcience proſecute the party yponthe Churchegimarimp- 
Church may 4dmoniſh the Adutifirar whlickly.  Apdif 
(be found, exeammunicate the ollender, firſt far be 


crime, 


(32 ] b: 6 
Erime, and thew for being ſnspefted to have corrupted thi ” F 
Obſerve firſt that by hook or crook they will bring all crimggss 1 - 
ever, great and ſmall, within their Juriſdiction, S:rondlygh 
that a delinquents triall for his life is no ſufficient ſatisfy, 
theſe third Cato's. Laſtly, obſerve thatro ſarisfie their ownkies 
they care not how thzy blemiſh publickly che reputation af# 
Magiſtrate upon frivolous conjeCtures, - 
Thirdly, adde to this which hath been ſaid, the ſeyeriry 
treame rigour of their Excommunication, after which ſentexs # 
* perſon ( his wifeand family onely excepted ) may haye anyþ 
 * of converſation with him thatis excommunicated, they maywy 
*eate with him, nor drink wich him, . nor buy wich him, age 
© with him, they may nor ſalute him, nor ſpeak co him, ſay 
* ir be by the licenſe of the Presbytery, ] His children ben 
* and born afcer that ſentence, and betore his reconciliation 
* the Church, may not be amitrted to baptiſme, untill theþs 
* ageto requireir, or the mother or ſome ſpeciall fri 1 brick 
* member ofthe Church preſent the childe, obhorringanddiny 
*ing the iniquity and obſtinate contempt of the Father. W1p 
further that upon this ſentence letters of horning ( as theywly Y- 
call themin Scotland )do follow of courſe, that is an ourlawindt ae; 
the praty, -a confiſcation of his goods, a pucting him ont " 
Kings PE ſoasany man may kili him, and be unpurifh 
e party excommunieate is not ſo much as cited ro heay 
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im forcontunliſs Þ @7i 
Whether the offender be convift in judgement, or be fugitive TOY 
Law, the Churth ought to proceed to _—_ f Excemmutit | 4, 
ron ; asif the juſt and. evident fear of death did not'purgem 
contumacy. | * 2 7 WR: 
CH arp. XII. ' 294Y* 
: That this Diſcipline u burtfull to all orders of men." "1% 
Aftly, this Diſcipline is burthenſome and diſanvantagiowwy ®c,; 
all orders of men. , The Nobility and Gentry muſtexpating®” 
follow the fortune of their Prince. Vponthe abatement of Manny ++ 


- to _ , 


= 


8 4 [ 33 ] 
| diyin Rowe , remember what diſmal! controverſies did preſently 
4- up berxeen the Patricss and Plebei. They ſhall be ſubjeted 

4 wihe cenſures of a raw heady novice, and a few ignorant Arti- 

| frers;. they ſhall loſe all cheir advowſons of ſuch Benefices as have 

"ure of ſoules, as they have lately found in Scotland, for every 

| "Sr Appropriations and Abby-lands : A Sacrilege which their 

© Nacionall Synod. cannot in conſcience tolerate, longer than they 
I have ſtrength ſufficient ro overthrow it. And if they proceed as 


4 they begin, the Presbyrers will in a ſhort time either accompliſh 
& 1 their deſigne, or change their ſoyle, They ſhall be bearded and 
F maited by every ordinary Prisbyter, witneſle chat inſolent ſpeech 
"WM. Robert Bruceto King James, Sir, I ſee your reſolmtion ts to 
"de Huntley in favor ,, if you ace,, 1 will Loaf Tos hill chooſe 
I Wether you will Joſe Huntley or me ;, for us both you cannot keep. It 
: &zothing wich hem for a pedant to pur himſelte ingo the bal- 


ot 


weregation ought to chooſe their own Paſtor. They - ſhall hazard 


o 


p 


<0 op oze,of the prime and moſt powertfuil peers of the 
e, 
»f © Thepoor Orthodox Clergy inthe meane time ſhall be undone, 
I ther ſtraw ſhall be taken from them, and the number of their 
I kicks be doubled : They ſhall loſe che comfortable aſſurance 
van undoubced ſucceſſion by Epiſcopall Ordination, and pur it 
#Y" va dangerous queſtion, whether they bz within the pale ofthe 
Wy Church : They ſhall be reduced ro ignorance, contempt, and 
4 keppery ; bly ſhall loſe an ancient Liturgy, ( warranted in the 
4 welt parts of ic by all, inall parts of it, by the moſt publick formes 
$ «ihe Proteſtant Churches, whereof a ſhort time may produce a 
I Itillel to the view of the world, ) and be enjoyned to prate and 
© Fay non-ſence everlaſtingly. For howſoever formerly they have 
 @diLiturgy of their own, asall orher Chriſtian Churches bave 
Etusday ; yer now ic ſeems they allow no prayers, but extempo- 
Sy. 'Sofaich the informarion from Scotland, It is wot Lawfall ,uwyw 
4 man totye him(clf, or be tyed by others, to a perſcript formof ** 
TY rain prayer andexhortation. | : | 
th + Birencs ſhall loſe che free diſpoſition of their own childrenin 
FJ *twuriage if the childe deſire an husband or a wife, and the pa- » worax. 
XJ treat gainſtand cheir requeſt, and have no other cauſe chan the ** 
4 þ ba umon of men have, to wit lack of goods, or becauſe the other 
F 


* party 


. 
4 


4 ' 


1 Book dil, 
gud, 


* lictlerelif. Tfthereariſe a private jar between the parent an 


; [ 34] ; 
« carty is not of birth high enough, rpon the childes defite. | 
Miniſter isto trayail with the Raronts and 5f be finde no juſt 
rd the contrary, may admit them to marriagt. For the work (fi 
onght not to be hindered by the corrupt o#+0ions of worldly ma, 
They who have ſtripped the father of their Countrey af 
xi ghr, may make bold with fathers of families, and will pork 
to exclude all other fathers, but themſelves out of the fifth Cog 
mandement, The doQtine is very high, but their pradtiſe is Fe 
much more high , The Presbyreries will compell the wr 
parent to give that childe as great a portion. as any of his 
children. ; 

It will be ill newesto the Lawyers to have the moulter nk 
away from their Mills upon prerence of ſcandall , or in 
Religion, to have their ſentences repealed by a Synod of 
ters, andrto receive more prohibitions from Eccleſiaſticall Com 
than ever they ſent thither. 

All Maſters aud miſtreſſes of families , of What age ur uſp 
tion ſoever, muſt come once a year before the Presbyter, with th 
houſbolds, to be examined perſonally whether they be fit to receinh 
Sacrament, in reſpe&t of their knowledge, and otherwiſe. 4n(f 

they ſuffer their children or ſervants to continue in wilfull gin 


rance ( what if they cant help it ? ) they muſt be excommui 
It isprobable, the perſons carechiſed coul Avaya 
p 


their Catechiſts. 


The common people ſhall bave an High-Commiſſionia | 


pariſh, 4nd groan under the Arbitrary dectees of i 
perienced Governours, who know m0 Law bur their own! 
who obſerve no order but what they liſt ; from whomyes 

peale but toa Yue, which for the fhortneſſe of its contirg 
can afford, which for the condition of theperſons will affordihes 


child, orthe husband and the wife, theſe domeſticall J 
know it, and cenſureit, | N 


Scire volunt ſecreta domns, atque inde timeri |. 


And if there have been any ſuit or difference between the pul 
and any of his flock, or between Neighbour and Neigney 
fureit will not be forgotten in the ſentence, The praice 
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Law hath been, that a Judge was rarely permitted to rideacircult 
iq his owne countrey, leait private intereſt or reſpeRts might make 
tim partiall.. Yet a Councry is much larger than a Pariſh, and a 
ye learned Judge is preſumed ro have more temper than ſuch 
bred fellowes. Thus we ſec what a Pandoras box this pre- 
tended holy Diſcipline is, full of manitold miſchiefes, and to all 
orders of men molt pernicious. 


CHAP. XIII 
That the Covenant to-introduce thus Diſcipline is void and wicked, 
with a ſbert Concluſion. : 


Ut yet the conſcience of. an Oath ſticks deep. Some will 

plead, chat they have made a Covenant with God, for the 
imtoduRtion of this Diſcipline, Oaths and Vowes ought to be 
made with great judgement and broken with greater. Mynext 
wiktherefore mult be ro demonſtrate this 4learly, that this Cove. 
{ aotis not binding, bur meerly yoid, and not onely yoid bur 
| wicked ; ſo as it is neceſſary to break it, and impious ro- 6b- 


krveic. | 
The firſt thing that cracks the credit of this new Covenantis, 
thatit was deviſed by ftrangers, to the diſhonour of our Nation, 
poſed by Subjets, who wanted requiſite power upon their $0. 
ign and fellow-ſubje&s, extorted by juſt feare of unjuſt ſuf. 
wy So asI may truly tay of many who took this Covenant, 
that Ay finned in pronouncing the words with their lips, but ne 
©xt conſented wich cheir hearcs ro make any vow to God. 
*- Again, errour and deceite make thoſe things yoluntary to which | 
ry are incident, efpciatly when the errour is not meerly negative 
Huy of conce1lemeat of truch , when a man knowes not whar 
hes | doth, bur poſicive, when he beteeves he doth — and 
| Oh. the clean concray, and char not abou ſome inconſid-rable 
* Keidents, but abour che ſubſtantial} condicions. As if a Phyſiti- 
=} %% either our of ignorance or malice, ſhould give his Patient # 
*F %dlypoyſon under the name of a cordial| , and bind him-by 4 
| vennoathto cakeir, the Oath is yord, neceſfary to be brokert , 
s | Pawfullro be k-pr ,-if che patient had known che truth , chat it 
Ws no cordial}, chat it was poyſon, he would not have 
"Morn to take it; Such ancrrour there is in the Covenant with a 
F. F 2 _ . wineſſe 
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' witnefſe , to: gull men with a ſtrange, unknown, lately dev | he 
placforme of Diſcipline, .mo&t-pernictous to the Ki Ting 
dome, asifitwere the very inſtitution of Chriſt, "of hiph ad. | 
tageto the King and Kingdome, to gull them with that 3 
which King Zames did ſomerimes take, as if that and this -wereg 
ene, whereas. thac Covenant ifſued ont by the Kings 
this Covenant without his Authority, againſt his Authoriggs 
that Covenant was for the Lawes of the Realm , this is agunf 
the Lawes of the Realm ; that was to maintain the Religions 
bliſhed , this ro overthrow the Religion eſtabliſhed : But 
I will not ground my DiſcourR upon any thing that is diſpy 
either in matter of Right, or Fatt,. And in truth , becaufe] 
no need of them, I forgive them theſe advantages, onely gi 
this gentle memento, That when other forraign Churches, a 
the Church of Soctlandir ſelte ( as appeares by their publikelis 
turgy uſed in thoſe dayes ) did ſue for aid and.afliſtance from 
Crown and Kingdom of England, they did not go. abourtag + Iv 
trude their owne Difcipline upon them, but left them, freexs- 
 chooſefor themſelves. | "8 
The grounds which follow are demonſtrative , Firſt, noma 
can diſpoſe that by vow , or otherwife , either ro God or man, 
which is the right of a third perſon without his conſent: Neithes 
can the inferiour oblige himſelf ro- the prejudice of his Superiout; 
contrary to his duty, without his Superiours allowances 
God accepts no ſuch pretences ,ato. ſeem obſequious to-himp 
ont of the undoubted right of another perſon. Now'tl 
power of Armes, and the defence of: the Lawes, and pc 
on of the Subjects by choſe Armes, is by the Law of Englanddlealf 
inveſted in the Crowne. And where the King-is bound in 
ſcience to prote&t, the Subje is bound in conſcience t0 
Therefore every Engliſh Subje& owes bis Armes and his Obi 
ence to his King, and cannot diſpoſe them asa free giftof 
owne , nor by anya& of bis whatſoever diminiſh his Soveraigh 
right over him , but inthoſe rhings; wherein by Law he owesl® 
x<Rtion to hisPrince , he remaineth ſtjil obliged , notwithſtar ut 
any Vowor Covenant to the contrary ; eſpecially when theW | 
- jc& and ſcope of the Covenant is againſt the konwn Lawesof il ins 
Realm.. So as. without. all. manner of doubr,. no. Divine 1 
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T [37] ; 
7 tarned Caſuiſt in the world diſſenting : This Covenant isei- 
LL} ger-yoid in it ſelf, or at leaſt voided by his Majeſties Procla® 
-F mation, probibiting the taking of it, and nulliifying its obli- 
> | gation, | | 
| IF dondly, It is confeſſed by all men that, that an Oath 
[& ought not to be the bourd of iniquity , nor doth oblige atranſ- 
ur. The golden rule is, in malis premiſſis reſcinde fide, 
| irarps voro muta decretum, To obſerve a wicked engagement 
Li doubjes the ſinne : Nothing can be the matter of a Vow cr Co- 

Fenant,, which is evidently unlawfull. But it js evidently un- 

4wfoll for a SubjeRt or SubjeRs ro alter the Lawes eſtabliſhed 

by force, without the concurrence, and againſt the com- 

mands of the Supreme Legiſlator , tor the introduQtion of a 
| ferraign Diſcipline. Thisis the very matter and ſubje& of the 
LE Covenant, SubjeRs vow to God, and ſwear one to another 
þ | change the Lawes of the Realm, to aboliſh the Diſcipline 
F «the Church , and the Liturgy lawfully eſtabliſhed , by the 
, Word, ( which was neyer committed to their hands by God 
# #mn,) without the King , againſt the King , which no man 
| Lan dery in earneſt to be plain rebeliion. And it is yet the 
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worſe, that it is to the main prejudice of a third order of the 
ogen., the taking away whoſe rights without their conſents, 
3% making them farisfaftion'; canoot be juſtified in poinc 
© þ Seonſcience,, ( Yea though ir were for the greater convenience 
{| Ethe Kingdom , as is moſt falſely pretended , ) Andis harder 
| fafure chan the Abbots and Friers received from Harry the 
it, or than either Chriſtians or Turkes do offer to their con- 
enemies. | 
ily a ſuperyenient oath or covenart either with God or 
"cannot rake away the obligation of a-juſt oath precedent. - 
Ich isthe Covenant, a ſubſequent oath , inconſiſtent with, , 
Wdeſlurndtive-to a precedent oath, thatis the oath of Supre- 
ey, which all the, Church-men throughouc che Kingdome, 
We Parliament men at their admiſſion to-.the boule,. all 
is ofquality throughout England havetaken,, The formev 

a acknowledgeth the King tor be the onely ſupreame: he 
Fitet is civill head to ſee that every man do his duty inhigeal- 
ey t, ) and Goyernour of the Church of England , Thy fe- 


£ 
* # ; : 


-T 
o 
Fi 
ot 
. 


# 
# 


4 


HT. 

cond aoth or covenant ,/ to ſer up the Prerbyterian Gourtnte 
8g'ix 19 in $e0r/and, denieth all this virtually , maks it a wb 
ticall papacy , 'acknowledgeth no governors but onely 
Presbyters, The former oath gives the King the ſupra 
power over all perſons, in all cauſes, The ſecond oath gives } 

- ;over all perſons, (as they are fubjeRs , ) but -way 
at all. in- Ecclebaſticall canſes ; This they ' make to be. fil 


By all which it is moſt apparent , that this Covenant w # 
- neither free nor deliberate, nor valide , nor lawtull , nor 
Gſtent with our. tormer oathes, but inforced , deceitful, a | 
alid , impious, rebellious, and concradiRory to our for Þ jy. 
ingagements, and confequently obligeth mo man to pats fur 
mance, but all men co repentance. For the greater certay # 
whereof 1 appeale, upon this ſtating of the caſe, to ally J ; 
learned Caſuilts and Divines in Exrope , touching the pai ta 5 
common right ; And thatthis is che true ſtate of the cle, ip 
peal to our adyerſaries themſelves. No man that hith ay 
fpark of ingenuity will denieit. No Engliſh-man who hathay 
tolerable degree of judgement , or knowledge inthe laws of 
countrey, candenie it, butatthe ſame1nſtant his conſcieneafÞ 7; 
give bimche lie. | 4 
They who plead for this  rebelfion , dare not putitto atriall 
law, they doe not ground their defence upon the lawes, butgks 
upen their own groundleſſe jealojies and fears, ofthe 
tention to introduce Popery, to ſubvert the lawes, and toen 
the people. This igto run into acertain crime, for fearof 
certain. | 


They who' intend to pick quarrels, know how to feign wy : 
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cions. Of they groundituponhe ſacceſle of their arms, or 
the Soveraipne right of the people, overall lawes and Magiltum 
whoſe Repreſentatives they create themſelves , whileſt they 
people ſigh in corners, and dare nor fay thcir ſoul is there Yu 
lamenting their former f6lly, to have contributed ſo.much will 
own undoing. _— nt 
Or laſtly uponReligion, the caufe of God, the work 
all thereft , to make God acceffary to their treaſons , murth 


covetouſneſſe, ambition, Chriſt did: never authoriſe Subjedi 
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| dntObrifian Religion, much teſſe cheir own fancticall dreamegs, * 
1 re deviſes, in the blood of their Sovergigne , and fs 
by {ud P ” * . f , 


' dut, is it lawfull for Subje&s ro take up arths a- 
inſt their Prince meerly for Religion 2 or is it not lawfull ?, 
ſay it is hot lawfull, ye condemn your ſelves, /for your | 
| (9 .teſtifieth co the world , that ye have taken up: 

| tes, mecrly to alter Religion, and har ye beat no Aﬀle- 
| puce to your King , but ohely in order to Religion, that 

©] zio plain terms, to to your own humonrs and conceits. 
* ir y it is lawfull, ye jultifie the Independents in England, 
wo 


ting your ſelves, ye juſtifie the Anabapriſts in Ger- 
eee of Leydes and his cure, Ye ns. down the 
anks of Order , and make way foran inundation of bloud 
6d confuſion in all, Countreys, Ye render your ſelyes 
ty odious ro all Chriſtian Magiſtrates, when they ſee, 
tut they owe their ſafety not to your good wills, but to 
weakneſſe , that ye want ſufficient ſtrengch to cut their 
Jroats This is fine doQtrine for Earope, wherein there is 
arce that King or State , which hach not Subjects of diffe- 
ent opinions and communions ma Religion. Oc laſtly if ye- 
oy, it is lawfull for you to plant that which ye apprehend 
iv be true Religion, by force of arms, but it 1s not lawfull 
he others to plant that which they apprehend to be true 
Teligion by force , becauſe yours is the Goſpel , theirs is nor. 
Tekeg the queſtion, and make your ſelves ridiculouſly partiall 
hyour overweening opinion, worſe than that of the men of 
(hne, asif yee onely had two eyes, and all thereſt of the world 
weeſtark blind. There is more hope of a fool, then of him that 
Iniſe in his own eyes. 
would to God we might be ſo happy as to ſee a Ge- 
2 #mll Councell of Chriſtians, at leaſt a Generall Synod of 
2 Proteſtants , and that the firſt AR might be to denounce 
"4 dnathema Maranatha , againſt all brochers and main- 
I ters of ſeditious principles, to take away the ſcandall which 
hes upon Chriſtian Religion, and ro ſhew that in the ſearch 
ty, we bave not loſt the principles of humanity, In the 
v4 time, ler all Chriſtian Magiſtrates, who are principally 
8 concerned 
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be coggerned, [þ in theit- NAS tons. - " Much more how 
for Baal , or prey , the Baalims of che Co "1 
were worth the i inquiring, whether the marks of* 
not agreeas eminently ro the Aſſembly Gener ral 


\64#4 , 25 either Fu, fe Ike or to the Turk ; 

pln te way us ng out” of the ruines. 
it upon ice Temple of God, 

rae themlſclyes above thoſe whom holy 


